PARTY PACK PROCEDURES

CONTENTS

Introduction

Background

Contacts/Resources
Procedures

Signage/Communication
INTRODUCTION

Most classrooms have at least several parties a year, celebrating birthdays and holidays.  Creation of a Party Pack which contains durable items can significantly reduce the amount of garbage produced by classroom parties.
BACKGROUND

At All Saints School, most classes have a party every month – either for a holiday, or to celebrate the birthdays falling within that month.  With 10 grades (Pre-K through 8) and two classes per grade, that amounts to as many as 200 parties at our school.  Parties differ, from the simple to the elaborate, but the average party produces 30 gallons of garbage.  That just about fills one large black garbage bag.  The following items are typically thrown away: paper or plastic plates, paper or plastic cups, juice boxes, napkins, plastic candy or chips wrappers, plastic cutlery, decorations, tablecloths, as well as the packaging that all of the food came in.  We decided to create party packs that contain durable items that can be washed and used again for years to come.  The hope is that we can significantly reduce the amount of waste generated by parties.
At All Saints School, we decided to pilot the program in a few classrooms to see how it worked, and to see whether the parents, students and teachers would use it.  So far, the packs have been funded by individual parents.

Resources:  
Ideas for party packs:

http://www.wasteawaretayside.org.uk/rr_tips_school.asp

Time: Depends on how lucky you are shopping for the items 

Materials needed: 
· Container(s) to hold items (reusable shopping bags work well)

· One plate, bowl, cup, fork and spoon per student and teacher, plus a few extras

· Pitchers

· A few knives

· Cloth napkins

· Optional items could include: something water-proof to take dirty dishes home in, other clean up items, or serving tongs

Procedures:
· Decide on how you will implement the party packs.  Will you buy all of them at once, will you ask parents in each class to create one for their teacher, will the green team create them, will the students create one from items at home, or some other method?
· Figure out how the party packs will be funded – individual parents, school funds, donations, or fundraisers.
· Decide what you want to have in each party pack, and what you want to store it in.  Big plastic totes are convenient, but they are awkward to carry, and sometimes a couple of reusable shopping bags will be easier to store and maneuver.  
· If you are buying in bulk, the school or a parent may have connections for buying multiple items at a discount. 
· If you are buying items for one pack, you might want to start at Goodwill or the Salvation Army.  They often have sets of cutlery or plates for sale.  Think about the weight of the pack.
· If you are having students bring things from home, you might want to give guidelines for size and weight.  It would be very difficult to stack 25 different cups in a small space.
· Put all the items in the pack and attach a list of what’s in the pack.
· Once you have purchased the materials, decide how you want to introduce it to parents.  At All Saints, the teachers send an email with information about the party pack to parents that are organizing parties.  This message tells the parents what is available in the pack, and gives them guidelines for helping reduce party waste (See attached).  It also outlines who will be responsible for washing and returning the items.

· Determine how you will introduce the party pack to the students.  We have found the students to be very receptive to a short talk before the first party where it will be used.  A parent can have students fill a large garbage bag with crumpled up newspaper so they can visualize how much garbage can be produced at a party.  The students can calculate how many parties their school has, and then they can envision how much room all those garbage bags would take up.  You can talk with the kids about what things produce garbage at parties, show examples, and discuss and show alternatives.  It’s important to stress with younger kids that they not throw away items from the party pack.  It’s fun to collect all the garbage from the first party where you use the pack in one trash bag to see how much you have.
· After each party, either send the dirty items home with a parent to be washed and returned, or if your school allows, have the students wash and return the items.
· Periodically check to see if anything needs to be replaced.
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