Welcome to your Party Pack! 
Now that you have one, what do you do with it?  At Ainsworth, most classes have a party every month – either for a holiday, celebration or to celebrate the birthdays falling within that month.  In addition, many classes have snack daily that requires some prep work.  With 22 classes, that amounts to as many as 132 parties annually at Ainsworth!  Parties differ, from the simple to the elaborate, but the average party produces 30 gallons of garbage (Per Portland EcoSchool Network research).  That just about fills one large black garbage bag.  The following items are typically thrown away: paper or plastic plates, paper or plastic cups, juice boxes, napkins, plastic candy or chips wrappers, plastic cutlery, decorations, tablecloths, as well as the packaging that all of the food came in.  At the request of teachers, the Green Team created your party pack that contain durable items that can be washed and used again for years to come.  The hope is that we can significantly reduce the amount of waste generated by parties.
Contents:

(30) plates

(30) cups

(30) sets of cutlery

(1) tray

(1) small cutting board

(1) large cutting board

(1) paring knife

FAQ’s:

1.  Who owns the party pack?  The party pack is ultimately the property of the Ainsworth PTA and we will want to ensure that the pack stays with the school for many years to come. 

2.  Who maintains the cleanliness of the party pack? This decision should be made on a class by class basis between the teacher and the room parent.  Teachers may want to keep the party pack in the classroom for use during snack period.  If so, they could simply wash items in the classroom, directly after use.  Kids, if trained, could participate in classroom clean up.  For older kids, the party pack may only be used 3-4 times a year and perhaps it is best for a parent to take the pack home and clean it in the dishwasher after each event.  Please note:  The school dishwasher is NOT available for cleaning the party packs.

3.  End of year turn in:  At the end of each school year, each CLEAN pack will be turned into the PTA green team for inventory and broken missing items shall be replaced over the summer.  The green team will re-issue the Party packs the following fall.

4.  Labeling, marking, etc.:  Given it is our hope that the party packs will live on at the school and not necessarily with each teacher or room parent, avoid marking or labeling items as they may not necessarily come back to the same teacher or room parent.

5.  Adding other items:  If you decide to augment your party pack with other items, you may remove them at the end of the school year or donate them to the cause.  If there are items missing that were particularly helpful, let the green team know and we may add those items to all party packs in the future.

6.  Introducing the Party Packs to the students: The Portland Eco-school network has found the students to be very receptive to a short talk before the first party where it will be used.  A parent can have students fill a large garbage bag with crumpled up newspaper so they can visualize how much garbage can be produced at a party.  The students can calculate how many parties their school has, and then they can envision how much room all those garbage bags would take up.  You can talk with the kids about what things produce garbage at parties, show examples, and discuss and show alternatives.  It’s important to stress with younger kids that they not throw away items from the party pack.  It’s fun to collect all the garbage from the first party where you use the pack in one trash bag to see how much you have.

Just add napkins…..

