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Eco-School Network Earth Day Activity Ideas

So many Eco-School parents and teachers have made sure that students have a special day or week to celebrate and care for our incredible planet, year after year. Below you will find a list of activities that parent leaders have led in the past. If you would like to try any of these at your school, please reach out to the Eco-School Network staff and we will provide further resources to help you make your celebration a success! Several of these ideas were found on Project Learning Tree, and on the From the Legends of Learning Blog – www.legendsoflearning.com.  
· An Earth Day parade is a fun way to get children excited about plants and animals and bring together people of all ages. Use upcycled cardboard boxes, papier-mâché, poster board, and paint to create lively costumes.

· Make signs for school and at home. Sometimes we just need a little reminder to help us change our habits. Have students think about what they can do at school and at home to help the environment and how they can encourage others to change their habits.
· Make a video or presentation urging others to take action. Putting together a video or presentation helps students internalize the material and motivate others. Presentations can be given in the classroom or even to the whole school. Eventually, they may be able to present their lessons and research at a local conference or event. 
· Plant a tree. The Earth Day Network has a goal of planting 7.8 billion trees by the 50th anniversary of Earth Day in 2020 – one tree for every person alive. By planting trees, you’re taking a tangible action with your students and you’re taking part in this bigger goal. Learn more here about what actions you can take: https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/  
· Pick up trash around your school. To make a bigger impact, have students write down what kinds of trash they pick up and where. After analyzing the data together, you can find patterns and explore solutions so you can stop the trash at the source. Check out Litterati, litterati.org, the app that makes it fun to pick up and prevent litter.
· Show them examples of other students making a real difference. It’s important for students to see examples of young environmentalists so they know they don’t need to wait until they’re older to make a difference. https://www.plt.org/story/young-environmentalists-examples/ 
· Least-trash competition among classrooms.  Jill Inahara at Skyline posted results and hung a photo of the winning class.  

· Energy Challenge.  Amy Culp at All-Saints organized student “Watt Watchers” to look in empty classrooms for lights and computers to turn off. Meg Hagen at Laurelhurst helped 6th graders make a presentation for lower grades on how to save energy.
· No idle campaign. See our No Idle Campaign file on our Eco-School Network member website. 
· Dim Day.  In some Beaverton schools, on Earth Day one-half of lights are turned off in classrooms to raise awareness of the energy used by lighting. 
· Assembly to hear from environmental experts. Jill Inahara, Skyline, organized an assembly with experts on energy and recycling, and Jaylen Schmitt, Alameda, organized one on carbon footprints sending home student logs for actions to take and giving prizes for those who returned logs. Cecelia Warner, (503) 799-0877, warnerwarner@icloud.com can do a school presentation on using one paper towel when washing hands. 

· Waste-Free Lunch Day. See https://www.epa.gov/students/pack-waste-free-lunch.
· Recycling collection at school for cell phones, batteries, athletic shoes, eye glasses, or non-curbside plastics. Recycling collection event for block Styrofoam, metal appliances, or electronics.
· Walk-Bike Challenge. Amy Higgs, Emerson, created a transportation display in the school entry with quotes from students about what they loved about walking and biking and had a "bike fairy" leave encouraging notes and surprises on bikes outside the school. 
· Used book sale
· Bike rack installation
· Catalogue Canceling Challenge
· Change One Thing Campaign: Students learned about seven simple changes they could make as a family to live more sustainably.  Each family chose one of these seven actions in a pledge to change one thing.  Students wrote their pledges and signed their names on a paper hand.  The hands were displayed in the school. 
· “Pledge posters” were hung on the walls for students to write their Earth Day pledges.
· Family Earth Night with activity tables was planned by Jen Anderson, Oak Hills.
· Earth Week. Cedar Oak and Trillium green teams had assemblies and activities for each day of week: Intro to Earth Day, Energy, Waste Reduction, Recycling, and Walk to School.
· Art Fair. Cedaroak’s green team held an Art Fair on Saturday with Earth-themed booths: selling pollinator plants, making worm bins, waste-free demonstration, selling lunch skins, making green cleaners, screen printing on T-shirts. 
· Waste audit.  For Beaverton, contact Sue Shade, sue_shade@beaverton.k12.or.us or (503) 591-4333.  For West Linn or North Clackamas, contact Laurel Bates, 503-742-4454.
· Energy walkthrough.  For Portland, contact sustainability@pps.net.  For Beaverton, contact matthew_lichtenfels@beaverton.k12.or.us or (503) 356-4570.
· Carbon game: Community Friends, Carsten Henningsen, 503 810-5804, http://www.communityfriends.org/the-carbon-game-2/.
· Metro presentations.  For assemblies, contact Darwin, 503-797-1522, Darwin.Eustaquio@oregonmetro.gov. For classroom presentations and education kits, including the Roulette Wheel, contact Jamie at Jamie.repasky@oregonmetro.gov. 
· National Education Association provides Earth Day curriculum resources that span all grade levels. The resources linked to here are for sixth through eighth grade. They include individual and group projects that help students develop investigative and collaboration skills. http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/Earth-Day-Curriculum-Resources-Grades-6-8.html
· PBS Nature offers a lot of video content that can support Earth Day and physical science lessons. The site includes a number of films, with many of them exploring how humans impact ecosystems. Many of the videos come with supplementary materials that can be used in the classroom or home. http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/classroom/  
[image: image1.jpg]