


DEAR FRIEND,

In a time when the world has felt divisive and unsteady, we're choosing
connection. In classrooms across Oregon, students and adults choose to come
together, showing that caring for the world can be grounding, creative, and even fun.

Eco-School Network student-led projects are small but mighty antidotes: pocket
forests planted by fourth graders, repair fairs where kids fix toasters alongside
grandparents, pollinator gardens buzzing back to life, worm bins tended with
surprising devotion, and solar chargers built on wheels.

Students are learning to collaborate, problem-solve, and to trust that their actions
matter. Their joy and connection builds the kind of resilience that keeps them showing
up for their communities, and their impact is rippling far beyond their school grounds.

I'm grateful for our changemakers, supporters, partners, and students leading with
courage and creativity. Your work is not a band-aid; it's long-term change, rooted in
community, fueled by belonging, and strengthened by joy. Thank you for believing in
this work, and in the grassroots magic that makes it possible.
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AMY HIGGS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR




THIS YEAR'S IMPACT

OREGON KIDS REACHED SCHOOLS ENGAGED
(imagine 1,100 school busses full of kids) (across Oregon communities)

SCHOOYARD GREENING PROJECTS HAPPY WORMS
(fresh air! shade! wildlife!) (turning waste into soil)
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GALLONS MILK SAVED SCHOOLS WITH WALK & ROLL
(by 9 schools switching to dispensers) (healthier bodies, cleaner air)

$954,200 Q\v

VALUE OF VOLUNTEER HOURS
(35,828 hours volunteered)
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ACTIVE CHANGEMAKERS
(leading projects with kids)

TONS CARBON OFFSET
(by trees planted in schoolyards)



HYDRO MAGIC SPREADING FAST

At Kinnaman Elementary, curiosity and greens are sprouting all over. The
school has launched a popular after-school gardening club with a new twist—
hydroponics!

Led by Eco-School Network changemaker and STEAM teacher Michael (Evans)
Reed and funded by the Oregon Department of Education’s Farm to Child Nu-
trition Program, these hydroponic systems allow students to grow plants from
seed to harvest, even in winter.

The compact systems fit in small spaces and are easier to manage than out-
door gardens, giving students the chance to explore science,
sustainability, and healthy eating in a hands-on, year-round way.

Evans’ hydroponics work has inspired teachers and students across the school
and district. What began as a single classroom project has now spread to 17
classrooms in just one year, shaping the next generation of green thumbs and
healthy eaters.

Check out this video to
see the garden club in
action!
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A GREEN TEAM THAT GREW UP TOGETHER

At Prairie Mountain School in Eugene, eighth grader Jason (in

purple above) has practically grown up with the Green Team.
When he was in the first grade, he tagged along with his older
brother John, later became captain himself, and now his little
brother Jayden has joined. “It's kind of a family thing now,” he
says.

The team tackles projects that make a visible difference: creat-
ing a Critter Courtyard for Pacific Chorus Frogs, running a 1,360~
shoe recycling drive, upcycling 50 pounds of sauce packets into
playground surface, and hosting a beloved Summer Share Fair
where families donate and pick up clothes for free. Their newest
adventure, their first Fix-1t Fair, is a free repair event with

stations for sewing, electronics, bikes, and DIY repairs.

Their changemaker teacher Ellie Owens (above on the left),
supports paid Green Team Leaders in all 11 district schools and
brings them together bimonthly to share ideas. Ellie notes that
change isn’t always easy, but student perseverance paired with
strong district support keeps projects forward.

When asked what inspires him most, Jason didn’t hesitate: “Ms.
Owens inspires me. She shows us how amazing wildlife is and
helps us see that even small actions add up.” He adds that the
hands-on, energetic Green Team projects keep the crew excit-
ed to lead the way toward a greener Eugene.



A NEW ERA OF STUDENT-LED CLIMATE ACTION

Across Portland Public Schools, something inspiring is taking shape:
students stepping forward as climate leaders, with real resources
and support to bring their ideas to life. Through PPS’s Climate
Friendly Schools program funded by Portland Clean Energy, student
teams have a $10,000 annual budget for five years to lead the solu-
tions their school community needs most.

This year, Portland Public Schools and Eco-School Network launched
a Changemaker Coach pilot to deepen that support. Ten middle
school teams now have a network coach who offers encourage-
ment, project-planning tools, and hands-on help. With this added
guidance, students are proposing ambitious projects, from a flood-
prevention rain garden at Astor to a Pioneer Special School program
teaching students with special needs to safely walk, bike and ride
Trimet independently.

Together, this partnership strengthens PPS’s bold Climate
Crisis Response Policy, which our network helped shape.
We're honored to play a supporting role alongside the PPS
staff and partners empowering these young advocates.
Their creativity, persistence, and optimism are already
helping schools become more climate-friendly — and
they're only just beginning.

Watch this PPS video of
what students started
last year. Here's to four
more years of impact!




U.S. EPA GRANT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

We're thrilled to share that Eco-School
Network has received our largest (and first
federal) grant from the U.S. Environmentall
Protection Agency’s Thriving Communities
Program, administered by Philanthropy
Northwest. This funding will help us
demonstrate how student leadership can
turn schools into hubs for environmental
health and justice.

The grant will expand our work in Oregon

schools most affected by environmental
hazards—places where creativity and
resilience thrive. We've chosen ten Title 1
schools in Portland, Beaverton, and North
Clackamas and welcomed 20 Environ-
mental Health Fellows to support student
green teams. Together, they're designing
two-year projects to improve air quality,
expand green space, reduce traffic, and
reduce exposure to chemicals.
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What makes this work special isn't just
the grant size, it's the spirit behind it.

By centering leadership in historically
marginalized communities, we enable
students to shape solutions rooted in joy,
resilience, and hope. From fourth graders
replacing herbicides with hand-weeding
to families leading bike buses, we're
excited to see students spark com-
munity change.
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GRANTS

Community Friends

Gray Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust
Herbert A. Templeton Foundation
Jackson Foundation

Metro Regional Refresh Fund

Metro Nature in Neighborhoods
Portland Public Schools

Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust

The Oregon Community Foundation
Tualatin Soil & Water Cons. District
Oregon Dept. of Forestry

BUSINESSES & ORGS

$2000+

KPFF

Impact Deposits Corp
Mercer Advisors

Neil Kelly Company

$1000+

Intel Foundation
PAE Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Portland Nursery

$500+

American College of Healthcare Sciences

American Online Giving Foundation
Earthshare

Beneficial State Bank

Blue Sky Wellness Studio

Lake Oswego Rotary Foundation Inc.

GIFT OF $30,000+

The Mugwump Charitable Fund

GIFTS OF $5,000+

Bonnie Brod

Cherida Collins Smith
Jeanne & Dick Roy

Ward Greene & Diane Ponti

GIFTS OF $2,500+

Ann McQuesten

Claire Carder & James Scherzinger
Gwyn & Nic Benders

Karen & Donald Livingstone
Kendall KIC & Kenneth Shults

Paul & Lory Utz

GIFTS OF $1,000+

Amy Winterowd

Anne & Brian Freeman
Audrey & John Schaab
Cameron Shaw & Michele Mather
Carol & Tom Shults
Celeste Lewis

Dan Revel

Dana Visse

Elaine & Bill Hallmark
Gigi & David Ditz

Greg Macpherson

Gun Denhart

Jerry Hulsman

Jessica & Bryan Fletcher

GIFTS OF $1,000+

John Ashworth & Joyce Bernheim
Jill Inahara & Mark Alan Fujii
Jillian Barron & Jonas Simonis
John Ashworth & Joyce Bernheim
Joyce & Paul Schwer

Mary Lynn O'Brien

Patricia & David Page

Susan & Carl Petterson

Tamara Crocker & Randy Sell

The Tovey Barron Charitable Fund
Truman Collins & Nancy Ives

GIFTS OF $500+

Alan Scott

Aloha & Scott Wyse

Amy & Steve Higgs

Amy Culp

Andre Lipinski

Bev Ormseth

Bill McAllister

Bob James

Briggy Thomas & Mark Buchanan
Carrie & Don Bui
Dharshini Pillai

Dianne Ely

Effie Greathouse

Erroyl Hawley

Gayle Palmer

Gerald & Heidi Fox

Ginny Benware

Jennifer & John Grosvenor
Jennifer Anderson
Jennifer McAllister

Jodi Walters

John Goveia

Lori & Paul Kovacevic
Owen Gabbert

Patricia & Chester Wolter
Paul Bascom

Ronald Kalina

Sandy & Fred Ramirez

GIFTS OF $250+

Adriane & Jim Driscoll
Anonymous

Bala Cadambi

Beatrice Hedlund
Carolyn Garnett

Cheri & Mike Unger
Christine Edwardsen
Dave Landis

Ellen Stearns

Esther Nelson

Frances Hicks

Frederick & Connie Erickson
Jeremy Thomas

Joseph & Ann Maylie
Julie Young & Vlad Shulga
Kate Prakash

Katherine McAnulty

Kim Smith & Mike Marxen
Kirsten & Dan Hays
Kristin & Tom Wesel
Lauren & lan Bowen
Leslie & Ed Carveth

Mary & Mason Pratt
Matthew Hicks

Megan Sutherland
Nancy Pagaduan
Patricia Chandler

Penny & Peter Serrurier
Renee Rutz & Robert Zdebski
Ruby Reichardt

Sepideh Kazemi Nasri
Sue Collins Larson

Tina & Bill Brown

Donors listed gave
between 11/1/24
and 11/1/25.



GIFTS OF $100+

Alexandra Ruhf « Amelia Caldwell « Amie Riley & Joe
Buck « Ana Simantel « Andy Ginsburg & Danielle Erb Ann
Shannon - Barbara & Bill Stalions « Barbara &
William Harris « Barbara Dudley « Barbara Hill < Becky
Gross « Becky Pio « Beryl Burns « Blair Hamilton « Bonnie
& Jim Seal « Charles M. MacCracken « Christina Pierce
Christy Chen « Cindy Eldkrona « Connie Van Dyke & Rod
Endacott « Courtney Mersereau « Dana & Jon Eaton
David Shaw - Elisa Wells & Seth Moran ¢ Elizabeth Staly
Erica Wren Huff « Evans Reed - Forest Tanier-Gesner
Genevieve Joplin « Gwynne Woodward - Hillary Brevig
Jamie Repasky ¢ Janice Chow-Ng ¢ Janna Davydova
Jaylen Schmitt « Jennifer Gates & Jeffrey Armistead
Jennifer Lockwood < Joel Ario « John & Jane Emrick
John Estrem « John Shorb « Karina Hershberg « Kath-
leen Shiring « Kelly & Sean Stevens < Lauren Barton
Lindsay Kearl « Lynn Kosanovich « Marissa & Adam Em-
ery « Mary & Jeff Strickler « Mary Ann Buchanan Michael
Heumann « Michael Ponder « Michelle Slater « Michelle
Stone + Mishelle & Steve Radtke « Otoia & Eric Norris
Rand Schenck « Rick Reynolds « Robert & Kathryn Keat-
ing « Ruthann & David Marquis « Samuel Sirkin « Sarah
Cleveland « Sarah Wetjen ¢ Scott Thayer « Shauna Pettit
Brown - Stephanie Stewart « Steve & Georgia Schell
Sue Warninghoff « Susan Mathys « Sylvia & Lawrence
Thomas « Terence & Lonnie Shumaker - Tiffany Filter
Toni Piwonka « Vicki & Walt Mintkeski « Victoria & Rich
Christen « Virginia Feldman « Will Musser & Jennifer
McClister « Bill Gross

Many others gave up to $99. We thank you ALL!

“Working in our garden makes me feel calmer.
We're taking care of the plants.. but secretly,
the plants are taking care of us.”

-Ben, 4th grade



BOARD STEERING COMMITTEES DONATED GOODS AND SERVICES

Alan Scott, Chair BEAVERTON A to Z Wineworks Nancy Chase
Ann McQuesten Adriane Driscoll, Chair Alder Creek Kayak OMSI
Briggy Thomas Audrey Schaab Amaterra Winery Oregon Historical Society
Celeste Lewis Becky Pio Amber Geiger Oregon Spirit Distillers
Dharshini Pillai Kate Prakash Away Days Pat Wolter
Jeanne Roy, Chair Emeritus Marissa Emery Betsy and Rick Asai Pelican Brewery
Jeremy Thomas Brew Dr. Kombucha Richell Chiu-Yap
Karina Hershberg NORTH CLACKAMAS Brooks Wine Riley Shepard / Unwind
Mary-Lynn O’Brien Carrie Bui Elsa Kebede Sand Master Park
Michael (Evans) Reed Celeste Lewis, Chair Freeland Spirits Silver Falls Tree Climbing
Genevieve Joplin Greg Bourget Stoller Wine Group
STAFF Jason Sandys Hotel Zags Suttle Lake Lodge
Jennifer Anderson Terri Rottman
Amy Higgs, Executive Director OREGON Kerry Tymchuk Timberline Lodge
Audrey Schaab, Operations Manager Amy Higgs Lindsay Kearl Urban Gleaners
Sophie Rasmussen, Program Coordinator  cgleste Lewis Lori Kovacevic Visit McMinnville
with incredible volunteer support from: Kaci-Rae Christopher, Chair Wanderlust Tours
Celeste Lewis Sophie Rasmussen
Jeanne Roy
Jen Anderson PORTLAND
Amber Geiger
PROGRAM MENTORS o s e
Adriane Driscoll Nathan Broden .
Alysia Laurer Sophie Rasmussen, Chair
; Stephanie Stewart
Celeste Lewis P
Danae Hutson
Jeanne Roy WESIT I._INN-WILSONVILLE
Jen Anderson Alysia Laurer
Joy Vicko Angel Campbell
Kate Prakash Jeanne Roy
Kendall KIC Joy Vicko
Korrin Weldon Lorl Bacon
Livia Castrucci Shannon Makuakane
Marissa Emery Tiffany Filter

Priscilla Lane
Sophie Rasmussen

Changemaker of the Year Kate Prakash, Beaverton school librarian,
parent, and green team leader, shows what's possible when one
person says “yes” again and again to kids and to nature.



(éD eco-sCchool NneTwork
P.O. Box 2891
Portland, OR 97208

LEARN: ecoschoolnetwork.org

EMAIL: amy@ecoschoolnetwork.org

FACEBOOK: @TheEcoSchoolNetwork

VOLUNTEER: ecoschoolnetwork.org/volunteer

LEAVE A LEGACY: ecoschoolnetwork.org/plannedgiving
BECOME A CHANGEMAKER: ecoschoolnetwork.org/training

DONATE TODAY.




